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ES.O EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ES.1 The Integrity in Public Life Act 2013, Act No. 24 of 2013, of Grenada,
establishes the Integrity Commission to combat corruption, lack of
integrity, in public life.

ES.2 The Commission may investigate apparent corruption on the part of
many of the persons falling under the purview of the Commission.
These are many a ‘person in public life’, an expression specifically
defined by the Act, and used frequently in the Act. That expression
refers to several political personages in state offices and professional
career state officers.

ES.3 A person in public life is required to file with the Commission an
accurate, full and proper, not false, declaration of her income, assets
and liabilities; also furnish the Commission with particulars of her
financial affairs. Such declaration and particulars are to be updated as
such a person acquires relevant materials while in public office; there
is not to be non-disclosure. A person in public life is to observe the
Code of Conduct set out in the Act, and beware of accepting
compromising gifts and rewards.

ES.4 Failure to comply with these requirements can set in train
investigatory

processes

by

the

Commission;

and

criminal

prosecutions in the courts, convictions therefor attracting fines,
prison terms, and forfeiture of property.

ES.5 Falling under the purview of the Commission are also many a ‘public
body’. Their practices and procedures may be examined by the
Commission, with a view to reducing the occurrence of corrupt
practices.

ES.6 Not every person in public life is a ‘person in public life’ for purposes
of the Act. The Governor-General and the Ombudsman are not
required to file declarations and particulars.

ES.7 Not all those who fall under the purview of the Commission have to
file declarations or furnish particulars. A ‘public body’ does not have
to do so.

ES.8 Certain Commissions, statutory bodies and other public entities have
offices and membership which the Act specifically forbids a member
of the Commission to hold.1 Other entities are not expressly made by
the Act so untouchable for members of the Commission.

ES.9 The Act devises its scheme meticulously and comprehensively,
without any ambiguity or omission as to obligations, duties,
qualifications, disqualifications or limitations regarding membership
of the Commission. There is, then, no room for reading or implying
into the Act such matters additional to those spelt out by the Act.2
Entities whose offices or membership are not specifically spelt out by

the Act as being untouchable for members of the Commission may
not be added to that list by implying provisions into the Act in that
behalf.

1 Ss 5(1)(d)(e)(f), 8(e)(f)(g).
2 de Freitas v Permanent Secretary (1998) 53 WIR 131 (UKPC) [Antigua & Barbuda].

